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Airliner flight KAL 007
. it may be appropnait lo commcice a

r [ 74

WHA INE 1033 0] L0V 1ITCT HATE IHOSIULH,
dispassionate anaiyvus of

. -the homfic incident.-The aim of this oppraisal 15 purcly 10 1y

and undersiund zohat might have happened, and the methnd 1o
introduce some news and hitherio wnpubhished perspeenzes. The
editor does not mecessanly ugree with all the author’s view's, und,
indeed, this magazine has already sieted that st did wot belicre
shat KAL 007 had & *spy™ iission, but the fresh matcrial
adduced heve gives much 10 pondcr. Yei in public at least, apant
Jrom occasional swide vemarks, the supcrpowers seem 10 have
dropped 1he issue, even though muny qucstions concermed with the
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@riicec nave not oeen askca ncjore, 1ci alone resoliod. Defence
Attaché has therefore decided 10 publish this disturbing reziery
of the' focts .in she hope thot it will inspire Juriker
investigaiion. Scientific inguiry is necéed, not rname—alling end
mud-shinging. - .

The author, who for professional reasons must remain
anonymous is well known 10 the editor and is willing 10 enter inio
correspondence on any of the issues raised here er 1o supply
Jurther background. Leucrs addressed clo The Editor will be

‘Jorwarded by Delence Attaché, which reserves the right 10

publish extracts. .
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~ Soviet Chief of Staff Marshall Nikolai Ogarkov indicates the coincident flight of KAL 007 and the RC-135, at the same height am‘
speed, some 200-250mi from Soviet 1ermitory — ie towards maximum range for ground-based radar. Map time 5.00 shoun Jor
commencemen equals 16.00 GMT. At 16.10 the RC-135 turmed back. KAL 007 made the first Soviet land(all a1 16.30

- IN MAY 1960 a U-2 reconnaissance aircraft piloted by Gary

Powers was brought dowa in the vicinity of Sverdlovsk in
the Soviet Union. This event not only demolished the Paris
Summit Meeting between Eisenhower and Khrushehev,
but signalled the end of the ability to_use aircrafy for
reconnaissance purposes over the USSR. This function
could now only be perfurmed by satellite, but at the time of
the U-2's destruction no payload had ever been returncd
from space. Discoverer was the name of the US programme
dedizated 10 developing the capabilily for photographic
reconnaissance from carth orbit, with the tegurn of a film-
containing capsule. The first recov-ry was achicved with

v

Discoverer 13, launched 9 August\{960. By 1963/1964 the
US had attained an advanced pperdiona] capabitity with -
photugraphic reconnaissance satcellites and had put them to
sophisticated tactical use.

It would have been surprising if, during the period when
photo-reconnaissance  (PR)  satellite _techmiques,. were,
complgting their developmeng - 3 process which was fairly
obvious tv any intcrested student — corresponding effor:s
had not becn made to develop clectronic intciligence, or
ELINT satcllites, universally known as Ferrets. In fact,
Ferrets came along only a couple of years behind their I'R
counterparts, although for various reasont electr:
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Incidewss involving @ 7-39 (above night) wnd an RI-66 (abinv Ieft) occnrred in 1964: conld they have beon linked 10 a spy satellise?

imelligence  operations have Iwen kept much maee

clandestine and are far less well understood by the general
public. Had it not been so, the intrduction of ELINT
technigucs from orbit would have been seen to he quite as
M‘L‘g‘!{x.mw as the exit of the rvonnaisance
awwrcrall, The time was 1964, four years aficr the shwming
Jown of the U-2. :

Eavesdrop em;

The orbital characteristics of Ferret-type sawclites are
well understood, and the reader may be relerred to the
excellent anticle US Reconnaissance Sutcllite Pvogrammes by
Anthony Kenden in the magazine Spaceflipht, published by
the British Interplanctary Society, issuc dated July 7, 1978,
To quote briclly from this article: “Their mission is to pick
up and record radio and radar transiissions while they are
over forcign territory, for later replay back 1o growmd
stations at home for analysis. In this way it is poasible to
Jocate the encmy's aircraft and missile Jdefence radars, and
deduce 3 good deal about their characteristics and
performance, w cavesdrop on military and government
communications . . . This knowledge gives a great insight
ino the offensive and defensive threats posed by the

oppnsition, and into his strategy and future plans™, -

Similarly, “Principles of Electronic Warlare™, by R.J.
Schicsinger ct al., published at the beginning of 1962, a
couplec of ycars hefore Ferret saicllites made their
operational _debut, Jdescribed another relevant aspect of

o

Elcctronic  Reconnaissance:  “Another  procedure - for
gaining information . . . would be to activate clemenis of 2
anion’s defense intentionally and carclully observe the
ensuing activaty. This stratagem could be accomplished by
dirccting an aircraft, or flight of aircrafi, w approach the
carly-warning radars of the cnemy's defense sysiem. How
deep the pencteation would be allowed 1 progiess ix a
matter of conjecture and policy . . . These procedures are
bath militarily and politically dangerous and are nat
generally subscribed 10 hy major powers in time of peace.”

On January 19 1964 a sutcllitc was launched from
Vaadenberg Air Force Base in Catiforniz, of wadiselosed
identity, which was recognized as having the orbital

o

characieristics likely to be assoviated with Ferrets. Jts

conre: . [T 9 oabeee v
-

launch of the satcllite — a United States Air Force T-39 jet

trainer fliew inio East German airspace near Diedorf ani®

after pentrating some 100km was shot down by a Soviet

fightcr with the conscquent deaths of all three cre

members, precipitating 3 major Jdiplomatic confromation
hetween ""i,,‘l;?é‘r“‘" the USSR. The US described the
incident ax™a carcless and inexcusable act of violence
against an aircraft which had strayed accidentally over the
demarcation line between East and West Germany.” The
Sovict Embassy in Washingtun however refuscd 1o accept
the Amcrican protest note, saying there was every reason to
belicve the flight was not in error.

From the information published by both sides it was
possible 10 trace the route flown by the T-39 during the
penctration: with considerable accuracy, and 1o establish
that penctration of East German airspace began at 13.55
GMT and terminated with the destruction of the plane at
about 14.02, ic seven minutes later. Where, over the entire
globe, was the suspect Ferrct satcllite at this time?

Climbing rapidly towards a high point on the Western
burizon, as viewed from the area of penctration, is_the

- <dDsuek. It was in fact on a northbound course taking it

acruss, Western France and the British Isles, and at its

“highcst point in the sky it would have been at about 40% el
clevation, In other words it would have been in optimum /
,posiu'on to record radar activity directed from the East

towards the intruder. Would have been, rather than was,
for the optimum position would have been reached between
abaut 14.04 and 14.05, roughly uver the Channel, and the
aircraft had been shot down about 2Vi minuties catlier. So
rapid was the transit of the satellite that at this carlicr time it
had yet 1o cross the Pyrencces, and was only just entgripe the
zone  where  Soviet* radar  transmissions  might be
intercepiad. It might therefore scem that the penciration
had becn expected to last a few minutes longer, and had
bueen cut short befure its military value could be maximized.

Whatever other conclusions might be drawn, the
possibility of all this happening by sheer cvincidence

appeared caleulably remote —— about 200 two | against in

teems,of the satcllite being where it was by chance,

Whilc the Sovict Union clearly believed the incident w be
deliberate, it Jid not say anything about the satcllite
involvement (indeed to the writer's kot ledge, nuthing has

. -t Lo
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missile
At the time, Western obscrvers mns.idcm.l'tlx l?nited

Siates catitled 1o procey w3y W
s airy o i 1L g0 wis Nor was the Sovict Union tohe
Plamad for reacting as it hag). Of course, the Soviet Union

may genuincly not have related the satcllite to the intrusion,
or alicrnativelyit may have been cunuing cnough not 1033y
so. Subsequent events demonsirated that the US dceided

that the Soviet Union had genuinely not been sware of the

satellite; for, having come 10 this conchusion, the US would
sssume it retained the option of cxploiting the satellite
agnin. Now a characteristic of the Ferret-type orbit is that it
appears very stable: the satcllite continucs 1o pass at about
the same Jocal time in the some_segion. Lovking at this
particular satellite, it could be calculated that atintervals of
several days it would return almost exactly over its previsus
track. For cxample, on January 28 1964it had crossed the
S0°N parallel (3 convenient reference) at 2V1°W, and on
March 10 — 42 days later — it would crossat 2*Watalmost

the same time of day. Imagine then the shattering cffect ol
the news on March 10, that another USAF aircraﬂqhix
Crime an RIB-66 nvin-jet reconnaissance aircraft, had flown
inin East Germun airspace only some 50 milcs wovth of the
previons intrusion, and at almost the same time, 1o be shot doron
[ even more prompily. This time the grew of three parachuied to
I safety — perhaps they were beiter prepared. It is o significunt
point. The Soviet 'U—o?;on, however, fincssed by not immediaiely

\ disclosing T Ty that they had survived. o

Navigational errors

‘I'his time the diplomatic developmenis followed <2
different path. The Sovict Union had previnusly demanded
that measures should be taken to prevent a repetition of the
January 28 incident. Manifestly, the US had Failed 1o do sa
and it did not have a diplomatic leg to st on. Amidst
rencyed  protestations of navigational  errors  and
instroment failures, the erew returned 10 3 publiddy

.ann i disgracg, which was also shared hy
the commuander of the 10th “Tactical Reconnaissance Wing
to which they belonged. -

As the years went by, these two closcly-timed incidents
began_to stand clearly alune in the historical perspective.
“There hod been nothing like them before and there was
nothing like them again. The scason for navigational crrors
and instrument failures was over, at least, an which had
such dire rosults. Uniil, that is, the night of Augost 31/
Cepter 17" % South Forean A'-tines Flight 007, a
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KAL 747: flight KAL 007 was not the

first Kovean airliner 1o penctraic Russian airspace, nor the first 9 be shoi doun witha
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prolonged) navigational déviation, uliimatcely flying a course

approximawcly parallel to but 500km 10 the west of the
intggnational_aicway iy, should have been on, whily,
accurding to the detailed report in “The Sunday Times of/3
Scptember, still reporting positions as if it were flying along
the airway. It penctrated Sovict airspace for the first time
over Kamchatka, emerged to cross the Sea of Okhotsk, then
penctrated for the sccond time, an hour and thirty-five
minutes later, over Southern Sukhalin, where it was shot
down,
The Suoviet Union cventually published an extended
analysis of the incident in Pravde, 20 September, uver thg
namgol Marshall Kirsanov. This analysis described a largs-
sale intelligence operation allegedly orchestrated by the
US. The central feature was identified 33 co-ordination
between the movement of the Korcan airliner and repeated
passcs By 3 US Ferret-D satetlite. This ELINT satellite
made, it was claimed, three ’wra:ionnl passes. The first
ame well before the airliner approached Sovict territory,
* .:ml hiad _the purpose of recording Soviet_radyg and
clectronic cmissions_i v level. The sceond
was accurate 1o the minute as the airliner made fis first
Sovict landfall, ereating an “alent” situation in which the
intensity of clecironic emissions was spproximately
‘doubled . The third pass was equally accurately timed as the
airlincr made its sccond landfall.
Littlc sttcntion has been paid in the West to this account,
prohably because the general public ducs nut in the I
understand

_u the technigues of electronic warfare and so is
hyrdly able to follow lirc argument, but in the light of the
1964 incidenis it is entircly consistent. The unly difference
ix the much lagher Tevel of suphistication employed in 1983,

_ providing the comparativg jnilial and laer_ monitaring of

Suvict military clectronic activity, twoe SUCCCSMVE INLIUSIONS |
and, according o the Pravda article, the involvememt of
several US military aircraft and at least one naval vessel, the
frigate Bodger. While in all the circumstances it is entircly
credible that sthe Sovict account has been ignored, it scems
lair to say |Iml{knnwlcdgc of the carlicr incidents had been
available, the Feaction might have been different.

1f we accept that the 1964 incidents, seen in retrospect,
tend to validate the Sovict account, €an we then look,
decper into the matier and identify any further rclevant
factor not so far revealed by cither the US or the Soviet
Union? Indeed we can, but first there are some peints to
_nute about the emerging story of Flight 007. One s thatthe

Ferret satcllite had departed helow the effeciive hudizon
Y A N ' 4 ar1® 71 Cqin
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sateihte “lerret”

that respect the intelligence opcration had probably been
completed. The Sovict Union, in interrupting the flight,

matters to the last possiblc moment. This is byxontrast
with the 1964 incidents when the reaction was so prompt
that it must be doubted whether any worthwhile military
results could have been obtained. Of enurse, on these
occasions the intruding aircraflt were clearly ilitary and
there would have been no compunttion about shpoting

them down if they failed promptly to obey signals tofand. If
US intelligence services planny orcan incident, they

have concluded that the US would not hazard a gen
civilian aircraft in this way, that it was a specially pre

intclligence aireraft, and that provision would hayve
made for whatever crew members were on board 10 ¢

by parachute in case of emergency, as had happened
sccond of the 1964 incidents. This is not an argum
cxoncrate the Soviet Union, it is a technical poi
[« ation.

.~ Why did these events, widely separated in tim

showing continuity and development of tech:

w av¢ been in no doubt tha ul happcn when they did? In the case of the 1964 inci
their aims with a military aircraft. Equally, they wouldnot, the answer seems clear: what triggered them was tt

achicve their aims with a monifestly civilian aircraft,
because a manifestly civilian aircraft would not have the

effect of turning on_all_mananez of military radars and
elcctronics. They would aced to offer an aircraft o jnitiatly

apparently military character, which would turn out later to
EE ;p,g;;e_r_mgx civilian. This would be the explanation for
the co-incident flight of KAL 007 with a US military aircralt

of simiiar profile, an RC-135, within range of Soviet radars,
tess than half an hour before the first Sovict landfall. ltwasa

dummy-sclling tadiic, creating the. possibility that a mn!:_lgm

W gy e e o
aircraft_was Jlying.an_to crss.ahebosdess-of the Soviet

1§ T opn——— . . - o ege .
Umon. Subscquent identification as a civilian aircralt 1

availability of a new technology of electronic intell
gothcring by satellite. And after the disastrously
ambitious start, Ferrets settled down for their ¢
operations for many years without raising f
diplomatic storms. What happened to disturb this s
alfairs? If, before, the essence of the matter was the :
of new technology, would one be correct in suspectis
technology again? What new technology?

An article in Spaceflight, May 1982, **The Militar
in the Shuttle™, by Gerald L. Borrowman, makes -
fact which should surprisc_no-one, namcly that t
Dcpartment of Defense has a major role in the utiliza

would offcr protection against the othcrwisc imminent ', {the Space Shuttle, as no doubt its counterpart in the

attack. For the first intrusion, the Sovict Union gave it the
benefit of the doubt; it does not seem in any casc to have
B-cn aver 2 highly sencitive arca: but when it made a second

has in the utilization of Sovict manned spacecraf
article quotes from statements made to the
Appropriations Defense Subcommittee. Former
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‘@ Ferrat satellite diagram produced by the Sovict - - T
"~ Union ofier the KAL 007 shooi~down in Scpiember Times . hours-minutes GMT 65 e / / =
- 4984, published in Pravda. Times shoeon comvertio - 1 - T T T T ! )
GMT by deduction of four hours ' ’
- - e — e e . _—— . - —80 .’.;:_ . ..__ ap
Time 21 60 N 14-08 ' - L] -
. . - : Liass 55 - A
aIpPPox. . .
nitrusi1on ) d
commences . Y o o B
———e - - - e T oseTe e Lwno - - West A1 78
m ‘ﬁ - 3 Gg'm‘aﬂy‘ o
. N =l ) ) -4
. Time a1 50 N 14-0 —~ 'y as|
. - e w - - ———r —— GCIMINY
a5 -
"[Nearest oo™ - P
. .| 8pproach -
c‘ - .
02 - . B
approx: © 40 v 2 { ~
Fervet sutcllite diagram produced by Western p | decraft T
observer group at the time of the first shoot-doum destroyed :
ocident, Aitherio unpublished. Date January 28, == v e T J e e e ‘;
1964. Diogram shows that the aircrafi (a T-39 jer Time at 40 N 14-02, \ 7 64-02
dramer was destroyed at 14.02 GMT, while the D i )
satellite was siill over the Mediterranean. The . ¥/
setellite (designated 64-02) made its closest approach %
to the incident area three minutes later, and was . :
then about 40" dlevation above the honizon 5w 0 5°E 10°E 15°E

that the information includes judgements by people the assed in a region some 140010 2000mi 1o ¢ '
President dircctly trusts.” Li.Gen. Thomas Stafford i';acidcm?:?‘rdiscrcct distance, but a’:;p’lzmc’:o:i“t‘:
indicated that “The main thing that space will evolve is, to  involve the Shuttle in its command, control, and
start with, command and control communications. Today” communications role in the conducting of the exx'cndcd
we have our operationf command authoritics, a Bocing 747 intelligence operation with sca,” land, air and space
and a KC-135 that the SAC Commander-has. Down the  involvement. B ' ' -
road, ] can see that this National Command Authority - Or, to put it another way, if the US had planned a large
might be delegated to somebody in.space . . . (such 8 scale intelligence operation of this kind, the planners would
command post) could sill utilize relay satcllites very  have been grossly remiss to have neglecied an opportunity
effectively as far as command of all your forces and ° to gain operational experience with the Shutile in one of its
resources. _So | can see command, conirol and designated military functions, even if, at this early stage of
communications l:mng the ﬁr's.t step as far as the military Shuttle exploitation, its involvement was experimental and
applications. * Evidently a military command and control  not vital. It is possible that, in its orbital passes ta the south
gost,m orbit is a natural and Icgitimate goal of Shuttle of the Sovict Union, it would have been advantagcously
evelopment. . placed- to eavesdrop clectronically on emergen
Where was the Shuttle on August 31/] September? On  communications slrear‘r:in east and wcy.'.( across the l'fsscr{
30 August, Mission STS-8 had lificd off from Cape  between the Far Eastern Command and the centre of
C::_qavcra! at 06.32 GMT, that is 36 hours befure the Korcan  political control in Moscow; and presumably, to form and
"+ aitliner reached the final tragic minutes of its flight. The Pass on an instantancous assessment of the way the political
Shuttle was launched eastwards at the unusual loca! time of situation was developing. How imggrnm this kind of role
02.32, the first night-time launch, into an orbit a1 28%4° mighLbe if nuclear war were loomin -
inclination. It would not fly over the Sovict Univn, nor ™1y is worth looking at the Shuitle passes in greater detail.
directly over the area where the incident was destined o The first would have occurred with the most northerly point
take place — which was between 45° and 55°N compared  of the orbit, at 28%° north latitude, just to the south of
with 28'4° as the most_northerly Jatitude reached by the Japan, at about 133°E. The Shuttle would have passed
Shuttle. Howeyver, the beginning of its twenty-third, through this point at 15.44 GMT on August 3], at the
twenty-fourth and twenty-R{iR 6 5iTsTit was Rying, in a due beginning of its 23rd orbit, at a time when thyKorean
taslcr:y direction cha:_ging gradually lvward: south- @rig&m':g_h.o@';ﬁlin:r was convermo e th that af uirt
casterly, = ths e ' Toda e IS T )
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. lh:.prcp_u:lory stage of the excrcisc. The Ferret had achicved these objectives. The earlier | . ]
* already made its first pass, ovef the Benng Sca. 'l’l_nf airliner  equally have done so, and would ha:cerb::\zstj'(?;::fuw
approached lhc_ Kgmch:lk, coast at 16.30 GMT, 3z ihe - wrdination with the cxits from Sovict airspace Emrhf?'_._._”
- Ferrct was making its secorfd pass, over the Sca of Okhoisk.  stages 2) and 3). For example, at the end the Shutile w s
:This time is given as exactl the mument when intrusion have appeared at 18,34, Dt'mm 1en minutes ;fc would
into Soviet asirspace Eg:n.. The Shuttle's sccond  expected passoge off Sakhalin, rather than 27 min“: o
appearance came when the aircralt had compleicd its  was the case. Obviously, critical_jimings through uics as
passage across the Kamchatka peninsuly and had uancd.lo operation are geared 10 the Fer "Jl!. "!!"‘ My :2' uw‘llu
cross the Sea of Okhotsk, tempararily leaving Soviet key approaches within 3 minute or 'Cél. The Sh ':l:n nes
sirspace behind. The Shuttle flew cast and slightly south  accommadaies bess eritical co-ordination, Yautde role .

across the East China Sea to the nurth of Taiwan, at about The neccessity of i i H
17.16 GMT. This was about halfway between the first and ,g;g»‘c.liliom‘ofs sl:i’gh ohum"i':,[?:::eu:s ::::i:ad:?hehso:iu.l:

second intrusiuns: the mid-point of the opcration. external tank holds cryogenic propellants, including liquid

- hydrogen,. 3nd despite the precaution of spray-on foam

Delayedlaunch - ... _ . == . "“P?‘:“LL:M 10 ice up. The bunch coatrol has 1o be

A ~ e TS sausfied that in given conditi is_teodency will p §

The ﬁml,. fatal phase. began as the Korean airliner bccome sxcessive. One mnzh:o::ni':lc'l‘u; that [ il ?
approgehed its pext Soviet landfall, at 18.05 GMT on ~military purposes, when speed in mounting a bor Ph\ll'cy A
Southern Sakhahq, co-ordinated once again with the orbit  exact orbital timing may be crucial mof e

g’f ;he i-'err::r wl'hcl'\l at this m&mem was to the south of  propellants would be preferable ' © manageable g

Yakutsk and travelling towards Korca. To pass over Threc further points are worth attenti i -

Southern Sak‘halm. the aiclines had to yw by adi.usting one parameter only of the ﬁmdgm':ﬁ;'i:s ::::

%R . nﬁdn Lh . There must have s by increasing l;":: orbital mc{m' ativn, the Shutile c.ould

confidence that thg ml'met_ would survive, and  have been brought directly over the incident are

lb-erefore.presumably continue its flight to Seoul, where it~ 1), 2), and 3) as described. No doubt this Id ;:t i

might arrive towards 20.00. According to thiscalculation, it impossible 1o view as anything other \v:u l‘r oen
would completc its passage across Southern Sakhalin, turn_  involvement, and the role of the Shuttle :!i;nno'( d:rfx?:; :

_3 a south- westerly heading, and so depart from . this degree of imi i
D on. 3 proximity. Th ’
Soviet airspace by about 18.40. This is when the Shuttle Union cannot have l’ailedy to ob:e:tv?:;: ;l:?i:ln::;pi?:::

would appear for the third time. At 18.51 beginning its  Shuutle’s flight path 1o
r .51, the devel
twc.my-ﬁﬁh 9rbxl. it flew over’lhc East China Sea in the  aperation. It was fully alert ::elﬁe Tncnll‘-:ao flhc::tse'hx‘i:: c;
region of Taiwan of st. In  she Shuttle, as a Tass statement coinciaiug with the hnncoh

other words, just afier the final stagc’w‘ould have been  made clear: it clai i
, : med 1hat one of the crew's 1 a
completed. It must have been a strangely empty moment. help the Pentagon replace “‘spy-satellites™, Jtis .a:ll:s';“sn;o
»

T attenlign was no longer there Wanldithave - therefore ]
} , . . » that in the great volume of apparently hi
,!L!_;_ ;d been ‘.&nov‘vn what had happencd? ) factual maicrial and analysis subscqucnﬂy‘x,\‘::‘b;:heyd ’t,:g:‘i:z
¢ Sovict Union had apparently reacted in relaxed  Soviet Union there has been nq furiher reference loy the

fashion 10 l.hc .Kamchalka intrusion. By its own account it~ Shurile. The questio i is i
scrambl:.d is intereeptors at 16.37 — scven minutes aficr waysa spcci::ll'; scnsit'i‘v: 2::,:::3:2::llrlebn:':t;:l'sh‘?ssorpe
penetration of its airspace — and discontinued the  Union considered it aXaluable fincssq to withh :dt' from
interception at 17.08 when Kumchatka had beea clearcd. It ° thejmmediate debate. The third i that the I ‘;1 At ,
fhsplaycd kcener concern as Sakhalin was approached. Six ** been sct about vnc month in advance, and :tr;vc nn;c i
interceplors were scramblcd. a 17.42 — twenty-three  aspects of this particular Shuttle missio;'n even cat?ire:c:r;:?n}:
minutcs bcf'ore the Korcan airliner, by turning west, re- begins to give a timescale for the gestation of the l" oy
entered Soviet :;lrsp:cc. It therefore did so with a sizeable  operation.’ theimclligence
escort repeatedly auempting to contact it on the A diplomatic situat; i H
International emergency frequency of 121.SMHz, and the party czn have dcsircldo.n'l?:adtd:l?:yJ;O;ela::cl:sh d’;:!“her
ggﬂg‘m%d WWMM%_& scriusly credit the possibility of the Korean aitlincr be?:g(
airmérifmt - alion cf : Rt. Even so, the btpught d‘own tragically underlines the dangers of ‘
arcralt w aSsa‘k‘h‘aslsi!n“dTh’ ?sl:’o\:;dl': ‘c:.mplcdtc ;‘hc gross;ng of miscalculation. There had been previous intelligence
. n and the aircralt was  inspired incidents involving civilian ai i ich
at ;’ac:cd at 18.2‘4, north cast of l’ravda.'l_ung'sl___be asked ©  the aircraft had survived, gnd it tx::;tzc;:g;,:e:‘::‘:{l:hl;h ‘
whether the Soviet Union did rot make dif that they had confirmed the protected status of civil aj et !
in tlcluymg for sv long. The airliner came down at 18.38, %0 caught in suspicious circumstances,® Th USm i '
{ar’out to sea that essential operations to cxamine wreckage Scemedlto be implying this in a Iu'c;:ncic:aste be et
for ‘whatever clandestine cquipment might have been  Soviet people, when he appeared Lq_pndcr;g;gm;d '0 the
;::;:!l.?ccam_ch:nharé];xus task of deep-sca recovery in circumsiances would the US shoot down S«:v:t‘:c: P
stion with the . asirliner. i : i it .
Reverting to tbe Shuttle, it is interesting to note that the crisi:L:vhlir}’:wcc:\c:;& l&zl{’::n::cr::’:;:s;mhln%a ponucal
pre-announced time of launch was 06.15 GMT on August  himsell and hijs party, if in.'lﬁ-c'_fmmcrd'a ot '
30 and that rain delayed the acrual launch until 06.32, thatis  reaction there had min !,ed any suspici fmc emokonal
for 17 minutes. Jf the plans for the Shuttle as a """""'"""L Y suspicion of US complicity.
communications, command and contral post called forin. - *The closest comparison to KAL 007 is the SO\;liI.K(;r.taﬂ‘
::b(l;.:“:j:i'.:u-n revicws, as "";.m'm' above, 1) just bcfo:c.}) asirliner which made \gh:: is perhaps euphemistically ~
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He had therefore to take swift action s
~Ppublicly ro the Sovict Union, at whatever
cost in embittered relations. He had 1o lcan heavily on the
diplomatic convention which permits a degree of falschood
about intclligence operations. And he had o consider
whether one or more of his principal counsellors had erred,
balancing the disastrous outcome of the operation with
whatever compelling necessity may have cxisth for
attempting it. It was perhaps significant that the National
Security Adviser, reputedly the sccond most powerful man
in the US, and at that time a family fricnd of the President,
was relicved of his office and transferred 10 another post six

weeks later.
Secrel accord? .
‘Even so, the proypects for keeping the matter indchniicly

cloaked in secrecy could never have seemed strong. So

many people would have been involved and aware of their
individual contributions, and there would have been so
many leads for investigative journalists to follow up. ll. is
appropriatc at this point to revert abave all else to the Sovier
account, and the obscrvation already made that so hintle
attention has been paid 1o it, and ask why? [t hardly scems
the Soviet Union expected instantaneous acceptance. The
Kirsanov article in Pravds was too technically detailed to
count as a propaganda thrust, and was not presented in this
way. What is perhaps principally significant is 'lhat the
-Soviet Union published this construction of the incident for
‘the US Government to consider; if the US recognized it as
basically correct, then in diplomatic contacts it would be
embarrassed in trying to mainiain the bluff that the airliner
was not part of an intelligence exercise, whatever posture it
might endcavour 1o preserve in public. The publication of
the article would serve to undcrline a threar to the
credibility of the US government, for more dixclosure
loomed, and more lines of inquiry could be op« ned up. And
considcring the astounding pall of US and _Savict.
governmental silence whitRFapidly TEITGVer theevens-and
which has Been stcadfasily maintained, rne must wonder if
the S~vi-
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imclligcncc-galbm’n; opsration.
there has been a failure in the

investigative journalism which has
with anything like the vigour that
all, the shouting down of KAL
represents the worst single in
World War II record of . Solong as it
remains unapologized and’uncompmmcd or, how can
[rcc-spcmﬁmcccpt that the US Government and
other Western governments should soft-pedal it in the way
Jghat _has happened? At the very least, sf the US—
Govcrnmcnﬁi‘i"iothin; on' its conscience, it has
handled the public relations and open information
aspects ahuminal

Itisin the US itsclf
challenge. Perhaps Americans are less incli
about the incident than Europeans,
why the Amcrican press should be
answers 10 every question that can
of those questions.

What happened to the search for the wreckage? Was it
discontinucd, cither by the US or the Sovier Union, or both,
sinfultancously or otherwise? Both powers have
sophisticated  undcrwater detection and rccovery
equipment which would be wel} exercised and tested in the
operation, so there can no argument of technical
impracticability or undue cost. The wreckage could have
important evidence 1o yicld, quite apart from the possible
uhiimate retricval of the Dight recorder. Do we not owe jt to
the memory of the 269 people who died to try and establish
s0 [ar as we can all the circumstances of their fatal flight?
The Soviet Union claimed that there were crew members
aboard ith clandcstine roles, so by implication there must
have been clandestine elecironic equipment, and the Soviet
Union at7lcast must have s own 3pecial interest in
examining the wreckage. If the US has not bothered to
continue its recovery effort, does it know if the Sovier
Union has continued?

It would ap
roceihle oL L
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West, it is on the part of
not pursued the enquiry
might be expected. Afier
007 with heavy loss of life
:iqent in the whole post-

n
hat the (ree press should rake up the
ned 1o be cynical
but all the more reason
determined 10 find the

be asked. Here are some

pear from recent accounts that jt js still not
2, - .
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"The Shuttle. Mission STS-8's sumusual
wight-time baunch led to the co~ordination
of its orbital passs swith the progressive
stages of the KA 007 incidens o day and
@ half latcr. A command aml .
communications role could have been
intended. Successine passes Werd ubont
1400 10 2000mi to the south — @ discreet
distunce, but near enough for the purpose

normally be expected to completc the record and not, as has understood, a lawsuit pending 2g3inst the US government,

been the case here, 1o lcave tens of names in vhscurity. ltisa  for failing 10 act on the information zvailable to it through

simple cnough qucstion — who did dic on the flight?—and  its intclligence  agencices which would_have indicaig

should not be beyond the power of modern investigative  PIOmpl measures 10 alleviate the danger to the aircraft.
Finally,

FESOUTCE 10 ANSWCT. ) R3S known and what is not known about
As to the air traffic control authuritics which monitored Shuttle flight STS-R? With'in recent mm:nhs there has becn
the fight, whether civilian or miliary, nothing has cver a0 amazing development in the US. The Depariment of
been published to refute the argument that they were in Defense appears 1 be quesnioning the military value of the
grave dercliction of their dutics, cither by failing 10 Shuttle, and prepanng 1o withdraw ﬁnan;n:l suppon from
appreciate the Jdanger to the sircralt, or hy reacting i Fhisisa major reversal of previous policy, and, it would
Jethargically when the danger was realized. This is onc of  seem, awritc-off of the cnormmls.mlhlary funding invested
i tempted cxplanations based on gguuine in Shuttle development. Tiad a1t not been fur military
pavigationalgxroe frankl o account fur. Anather major  support, itis doubtful if the s.h““'ﬁ' prugramme would cver
whjection is this: a genuine navigational crror with faal  havt matured. ltwould certainly not have duneso with the
“pesults, obsceved by U.S. intelligence agencivs, would have  presemt number of n.rhim.l craft. »
brought forth 2 differemt diplomatic reaction. The U.S. Hax the Shuulcts mcvuthly shost military recoed to date
would have realized with horror that the Suvict Union had  really been so unimpressive as to warrant this change of
crnmeosly assumed that the flight was intentional, with judgement? If Mission STS-8ixto he ranked in this tecord
grave harm to then current cfforts at_halting the missil = and uhvmllsly.lht Suviet Univn l*}b_ughl It was, on the
hmmﬂmﬂm— wate outlook. The answer cvidence of the Tuss statement coinciding with .lhc launch
“woull have been to open cvery door on information aboat = then um.!.mnlncdly‘l!xc launch delay, duc.to quite unusual
the flight 10 try and convinee the USSR it was mistaken. n.rch..-umlngwnl conditions a1 the launch site, underlined 3
. Recovery of the wreckage and  cxamination of the  significant problem. But there would have to be other

*lspavigativnal cquipment would have buen a vital part of this problems tor the US military 1o becomie  totally

‘ progrumme. ~ disenchanted with such a new plaything.

The South Korcan airline, for its part, should cither Perhaps, lh_crcfurt,. yet anuther quustion should be
Jemonstrate that its pilots were completely misied by heie asked M llrc diplomatic confrontation over KAL 007 was
pavigational instruments, of accept liability for their rtso!'}‘d in 3 secret_accord, did _an_ agreement_to
profcssional misbehaviour. That the aircraft should have d‘t}llllll'-mlc the Shuttle form part of 1t? It 15 a cuncession
come down in the exacl geographical location that it did is which may bc more acceptable to the US military than
one of the most cmbarrassing things to explain. “This, in might at firstappear. And it is certainly surprising that the
wurn, raiscs the question of the present staus of the fegal  Soviet Union, having publicly incriminated the Shuttle ar
cluims for compensation filed against such partics as the the time of STS-8's launch, did nmnt refer 10 it in the
manufacturers of the aircraft, the manutacturers of the  subscguent heated _exchanges. $—coansi Lidsubxs

n- . " auipment, and the airline. There is, it is ewczlooked. Was it perhaps held NC*,W&

[ s er meer)
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